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® niver scen thom before.” But then | despairing ery of utier anguish that was | snow; my eyes, deeply sunken, had in QUAINT AND CURIOUS,
Oqt Oll tl)c ]‘]lll wou'd come the maddening thought, | tuen iorn from my very heart, for at the [ them o wild and troubled look, as 1t was once believed that hares changed
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; and 1 am lost, lost 1" that strange and irresistible power that | and brow were seamed and wrinkled osity as Madison, Ga. u.m
Ltried 1o recall somo incident of my | would drive mo on, and already | began | with lines of care, the weight of many jug well.
A THRILLING NARRATIVE OF AN ACTUAL OCCURRENCE |Ppest life, but could not, only one face | o loso mysell in the shadows that were | years seemed 1o have suddenly seitled | ' Jo o o0
would come at my bidding, one spot | (ast closing me in! down upon me, leaving me an aged and | yubmarine make up alto-
IN DAKOTA. other than where I stgod, 1 v rew mysell upon the ground, a broken man. The heart alone ean | gether n length of 17,000 miles.
- 1 fels | bad other friends, but could not | ing ibe grass and tearing my into | know, for no tongue can tell the doep, | Chicago's postofilce is with do=
place them ; knew other places that would | ibe earth in my mad, frantie efforts to | unmeasured sorrow 1hat I folt while gas: | ing registered hll:ﬁ-
Wrritien for the STAND ARD, that I received & shoek or blow, like one | not come out of the durkuess in which | Lold myself there! I fought, 1 raved with | ing on this shattered wreek of what I | any other postofiice in the union.

Some years since | was sont by the | who suddenly runs sgainst an unseen | they were hidden. fearful energy agaiost this .powcr that | once had been! Youth, strength and | De, Luderis that coffee acts as
Northern Pacifle railroad company 1o | wall, when all the stars in beaven seems | A little gieam of hopo came when I | would rob me of myself and sought with | courage were , they died on | germicide the :
explore their grant of lands, lying be- | ingly blagd out in brightness, then died | thought, *1 now kuow mysell, perbaps | giant foree 1o drag mo from the ground | yonder terror baunted plain | cholera, anthrax typhus in & fow-
tween the Littlo Missouri aud Yellows | away, and, in the piteh blackness that | this dark cloud will lifs from my mind | and hurl me blindly over the plains, [ | Slowly some of my former re-
stone rivers, and while on this cxplora. | quickly followed, I seemed to fall an ends | and lot in the blessed light of remem- | knew not where, save to death and dark- | turned, but not my courage, and I kuew | _ In the city of §t. Petersburg it begins to

tion 1 met with an adventure, the thoughts
of which even now fills my soul with an
earthly dread,

Atihe time, I was camped on a little
stream some 25 miles southwest from
Sentinel Buite. This butte, situated on
the divide of the Little Misscuri and Yel-
lowstone waters, rises i Lhuge ramparts
like terraces 1o a height of several huns
dred feet above the plaing a veritable
sentinel indeed, overlooking 15 many
smaller comrades aml the vast plains for
miles in every direcuon. A landmark o
be remembered, ones closely observedl

It was the middle of May, the days
were hot and suliry, for in this region
the seasons change so sudd :nly that but
a few days intervene botween the last
snow storm and mudssumimer weatlier,

One morning baving soms oftice work
to do, 1 sent the men out with some in-
structions 1o do some ficld work, suying
that I would be with them about nooit.

By 9 o'clock 1 had finished, and alter a
Junch, mounted my horse and rode off,
Wking my rifle, as 1 wished 10 bring in a
supply of fresh meat for our larder.

1 rode some distance down the stream
on which we were camped, then siruek
acrosa the country 1o the northeast in the
direction 1 expectod, to find the men.
Soon the undulations of the country bid
from my view the little valley 1 had lefy,
then about e on all sides stectehed an
immense rolbiig plain, ke a sca with the
billows grassed over,

The day was very warm and stll, and a
beautiful mirage, intensely eclear and
bright, had lifted Sentinel Dutte above
the horizon-aatural y it was hidden from
where | was. Like some enchanted castle
it looked, suspended between the earth
and sky, while a broad luke scemed w
stretels beneath and around i, re leeting
from it1e glassy surface the image of the
vast and boary pile,

I had pechaps rilden an hour, and  be-
gan to think 1 must bave passed the men,
when 1 suadenly discovereda small band
of anmtelope, Dismmounting and fastening
my horse, 1 looked about for some way of
approaching nearee the game, but they
bad already scen meyso 1 inust sbhoot from
where 1 stood or not ut all, 1 estimated
the distanes 1o be 6.0 yards, and adjusi-
ing my rifle for the shotsingied outn fine
buck that stood broadside 1o me and Ared,
1 heard the bullet spat against bim, saw
him stagger and come to bis knees, but
regaining his fcet be bounded T afier
his maves and disanp rared over a rise of
ground, but not before | had thrown dust
upon bim from two other shots, 1 felt all the
keen excitement of a bunter at the sac-
cess of y first shot, for at the distance 1
fired, it is safe 1o say, not one man in s
thousand ean hit the siz» of an  antelope,

I sprang into the sadd e 1 give chiase,
but had hardly got seated when the borse,
scemungly made wild by the smell of
powder, bolied over the rocky ground and
before | could gather hun in, hampered
ns | was with the rifle, he stambled and
came to the ground with a eiush. | strock

on my bead, but fortunately missed
the sloties among which wo
fell; the hase  rolled over me,
then  back, as  he struggled 1o

regain s feet, and lor an in stant, his
whole weight lay upan me and the pom-
mel of the saddie was pressed into the
back of my neck unti! 1 thought head and
body had boen severed. But | was on
my feet as soon as e, and caugbt him
before he could getaway.,  Aflwr quieting
bim, I pekedun the rifle, examined 1t
aud the horse tosee what damage had
been done and said to myself, * T hey at
least are all right, now how am 17"

So rapidly had all this passed that 1
had scurcely thought of myself, but now,
1 found my right arm was nearly uscless
and o strange numb feeling was stealing
down the back of my neek, through my
right shoulder and chiest, while fashes of
light passeil as rapidly belore my eycs as

from an cmery wheel,  Feeling
taint, I looked about for some sort of
shelter from the sun, bul seeing none,
started off, leading the horse in the di-
rection taken by the antelope,

I fancied I woul ! soon feel better, but
had not gone far when plain, sky and all
turned a purple color und my thoughts
became strangely mixcd and confused.
1t began to grow darck, or so it appeared
10 me, and without anuy fixed purpose, for
strange as it may seein, | had forgoiten
all about the antelope or my men, I con-
tnued 1o wander on, seemingly urged by
somo power over which 1 had no control,

It grew darker and darker, and the
bright stars came out one by onci still
1 went on, vaguely wondering bow 1 came
to ke out on that great lonely plain, and
slone, Of the past 1 had no recolleetion,
beyond that time when the shadows elosed
me in.

1did not feel any fear, only wearlness
and languor, and & sirong desire to lie
down, and olten | would try to lie down,
but that strange power would not let me;
ng, I must go on. How lonely it all
seemed, the plains muffl=d in shadows
aud the siars gusing silvitly down !

Once as I passed over a little rise of
ground some lightcolorcd  object i
tracted my atteution, I went up to it and
found 1t was & dead antelope. 1 remetns
ber it felt warm w0 my toueh, and 1 fell
to wondering who had killed it, 1t never
oceured w e that | had, For some time
1 stood by the antelope, hall expecting to
see the hunter come for bis game. [ Jdid

not reason that this  was unlikely,
secing 14 was night 1 remsoncd
like one in a  dream, but

ulike & dream,each ineident of this ghastly
diama s indeliblbly stamped upon
my brain. At lost growing restioss, 1 cone
tnued my wanderings, perbaps for miles,
but onee again during that long night I
stood over the dead anwlope and knew |
haud been theee before. Sdll the bunter
bad not come for bis game, perhaps he
was somewhere pear, | weould shiout and
be might hear. But [ siarted back in
alarm at the sound of my voier, an overs
wheming fear of somwitiing, 1 know not
what, coming over mo. 1 hurried away
from that spot shuddering with borror,
Awayl away! And as 1 fled from that
biorrible and unk: own sound, a thousand
phaviom eries followed me through the
darkness, now near, and pow lar off, as
shough searching fop ne.

Jtwas while thus rushing madly on

iess distance, the eclio of those woird
cries stili ringing wm my ears.  The
nexst 1 remember I was sitting on
a little knoll, my head resting on  my
band. I hal a confused idea of wha
had bhappened, and that | was now wait-
ing for day, Attimes | would dimg» off
for a hiule while, but woulil a.ways
awaken with a start and listen, like
some Lunted ammal, for the sound of
pursuit,

Onee as I thus awoke, the sun shone
fuli in my eyes. 1 got up and began again
my aimless wanderings, not knowing
where | was going. or why, enly, I felt l
miist go on,

Not onee during the long, weary hours
of that day did 1 think of my friends, nor
of my horee and vfle; L was lost, and
watdering on the plams like a man n

bis sleep. 1 was very thirsty, nearly dy-
ing for water, and often 1 saw
some clear, bright lake, but when

I ussayed to reach it, it would always
recede before me and vanish in the dis.
tance, What with the heat, fatigue aud
thirs', 1 think [ became somewhat
blinded, for imagining 1 had found a lit
tle pool of water, 1 swoeped cagerly down
to drink, but my parched iips only
touched the burning sands of the piaius,
and with a groan 1 staggered 1o my fcel,
Then again came a blindiog Nash, as if
the lightnings had shot before my eyes,
an awful darkness followed and I knew
Lo morae,

When conseiousness returncd 1 was
standing looking earnestly al the stars
that glowed like so many jets of flame in
an intensely dark sky. | was secking for
something among them, but could not
tell what, At last one group fixed my at-
tention and at is I continued to gas».
can sce it now as plainly as then, the
great dipper banging low in the northern
sky, butto me all directons were the
same, north and south were alike un-
known, and the stars, 1o whieh 1 instinei-
wely wiened, brought no light to my bes

nighted mind, They were like
favces seen in & dream and
in o dream  are  wied to  be

recalied; | knew them, and yet | konew
them not, nor could I tell what it was 1
wanted of hem, but it was something, 1
could not remember, They had a strange
sort of faseinavion for me, for olten when
I felt I must go on, 1 wou'd still turn and
look at them ina dumb inquiring way.

1 do net think 1 went far that nighn, for
I seemed 1o be always studying the stars,
but they told me nothing. At last they
grew dim aund faded away, and while sull
trying to place them, my eyes were dage
tled with the rising sun, and again I wan-
dered on,

Daylighit brought no rcmembrance, no
thought of death or danger, no past, no
future, only the dim, weary present, and
foremost in  that, this nightinare power
urged me on when 1 fain would have lain
down to rest

With the heat of the sun returned iy
burning thirs', and pow, 1 was following
some pbantom lake, and now, with hand
shading my eyes siood searching the bhot,
misty plains for that lost something 1
could not recall,

On, on?! O, the long hours of that ter-
rible doy! No res!, no water for my
deadly thirst, 1 wonder | had not died
from thiret slone, for my wongue had
clove to the roo! of my mouth.

The sun was again nearing the plaine
when | became aware of a sound that
seemediio be familiar, for some time it
had been near and about me, but 1 had
Livard it only as we hear sounds in our
sleep, faintly at first, untl it forees uelf
upon our senses and weawake toits pros
euce; and so it was with this, gradually it
had broken upon my blunted hearing,
until now, it was distinet and clear, A
sofi, winnowing sound, the sound of
wings, Like a flash this eame to me, and
looking upward, 1 saw, elreling about me,
so near that 1 could see it dull, lead-like
vyes, o large torkey busgaml.

An instinetive fecling of fear, and the
premaonition of some impending danger
passec over me. lstopped and louked
around like one suddenly awakened in a
strange place. On ever y band stretehed
a great plain, whose undulations rolled
on to the sky that touehed it eve rywhere,
savo in one spot, far off, where rose the
indistinet and cloud-like group of hills,
I was standing beside a horse, now ne
ticed for the first tune, and at my feet lay
arifle, 1looked fnguiringly athie horse,
then at the rifle, both were unknown to
we, “and what" [thought, *“am 1 doing
out here with these sirauge companions
it & land as unkuown tome as they are ?"

I tried to thiuk bow | came to be there,
but could not, anda chill of unearthly
boreor crept over me, when 1 foand [ did
not kuow myselfl

Faucy, if you can, s man scarching
through the dark ehambers of his clouded
memory for himself.

Au age, tllled with nameless terrors
} seemed 10 pass before | could recall
my name, with it came the remembrance
of @ sister Living—a for castern city, but
try as | could no other person or place
would come—the rest was a blank, and
about me, ull wes unknown.

Again, that soft winnowing wsound, as
the bussard p d and reg d in its
slow flights. The sunlight glinted on i
beak, when the ereature turned i ugly
head from side o side to gase dowy upon
me, and the dull, glittering eyes filleq my
soul with a wild ann fearful dread,

“Whatdid it mean, this straugeness,
and that dark bird hovering over ¢ "
Then like a thunder clap came the aw/ul
truth, I was lost.and eould not remember
how | became wo,

Oh, Gad! The agony of that momeat,
| pray you let no mam ever foel again!
The iey breath of winter is warm come
parcd 1o my heart when the first gling.
merings of my =ituation daw ned upon me,

Then vividiy came the recollietion of
all my dark, weary wanderings, but be-
yond these mothing, and 1 shuldered
whem 1 sbought, until now, 1 had been
Io'nll Ifn-u o mxnlf.. :

‘e huree and rfle, | sirangely one
argued, must be mine, '-H:- 1_..,1::2
they with me?" Carelully, vory care.
fully, 1 again examined them o some
clew that might unravel ths awful mys.
tery that surrounded me.  “Surely | had

braree."

“(), for a evol drink of water and a
chanes 10 bathe my burning head!™

Again 1 scanned the plains, but upon
that wide and lonely waste 1 saw no wel-
come gleam of water, no human form,
only the heat waves daneing their weird,
fantastic date s,

There might be some water among that
distant group of Lills, 1 would go in that
direction.

In avcmpting to piek up my rfle 1
discovered that my right arm was use.ess,
I could move 1t a littie, Lut this caused
me great paln, This was (e flest time
that my avention had been ealled to my
wounded arm. Porbaps up to this vme
wy faculties had been too benumbed to
notice the pain. With a hundkerchief
I managed 1o fasien tie ifls 10
the sadlle, then tried 10 mounal, vut
faintness seised me and 1 sank 1o the
ground, & paralyz ng numbness « xtend-
g down the back of neck,tbrough my
riglit shioulder and chest.

1 did not lose conseicusness, but lay for
some ume unable 1o move or scareely
breath, What tortures 1 endured while
Ilying thus, no mortal tongue can tell, 1
was keenly alive 1o the great danger in
which I was placed, peset by a thousand
pameless fears, the cliief of which was
that I might again lose myself. 1 had
fallen face upwards and as 1 lay 1 could
see the buszard pass over me, turn, and
passed aguin, each e looking gloat-
ingly down, and 1 faneicd it mockingly
echoed back the ery of hopeless and un-
utterable anguish that rang through ail
my soul—""Lost! losi!"

How long I remained in this eondition I
cannot tell, an eternity soemad to deag
slowly by before 1 had suflicient strength
wrise, The horse bad wandered off a
short distance and was feeding on the
grass. | staggered up to him and, resting
my head on the saddie, tried to think, but
an impencirable wveil hd all beyond my
wanderings. *UO, how come I to be thus:
from what feiends and where had I wan-
dered ! what land was this, aud where was
my lost, lost world!"

1 did pot try 10 mount again for fear of
that deadly faintness, blit started ol
woward the Lilis leading the horse,

1 could go but slowly and with great
pain, for with the partial return of my
memory came much bodily anguish. My
breath came thick aud shorl, parbaps in
part owing to the faet that my tougue was
so badly swollen that it nearly filled my
mouth, and the souad of my breathing
was like that of & dying man. At every
step my bead and neck secemed toopen
and sbut with agonising throba, and, as
if 10 add to my misery, that horrible bird,
still wheeling in circles above me, fol-
lowed as 1 went. On, with weary,
stumbiing steps towards the distant balle,
the horse following patiently behind, and
the bird above me, I felt, rather than
knew, why this creature was following
and the sight of it made me sick with de-
Epalr,

'U!len 1 was furced to sit down and rest,
but the scund of those wings sofuly fan-
ning the air above me, would always
urge me on, and when the bird in iw
flights passed between moe and the sun,nn
awesome [eeling crept over me, like that
one feels when entering some dark and
unknown place, and I would flinch from
ite shadow as from a blow. lu this man-
ner | went what secemed to be a long dis-
tance, tho hills were still far <t and 1
began to dread, for the first Lume, the
approach of night, when, would horrors
never end! 1 eame ucross an object that
frozs the feeble current in my veins and
brought the eold sweat to my brow. In
the grass at my feot lay the skelcton of
o man!

Atany tine to unexpectedly find the
bones of a fellow creature Lieccling on
the plains, will startle the strongest and
bravest, what then must have beon my
feclings, in that weak and ebatiered state
to come thus suddenly face 1o face with
that awful image of death ?

1 covered my vyes to shut out the sight,
for in it | someliow read my doovin; soon
would my bones, like these, be whitening
on the plaios, aud my fate, like this poor
fellow's, be forever unknown,

Then u fecling, strange iudecd, eame
over me. 1 tuought these bones were
mine, and 1 sorrowed over them like a
mother for hur dead child,
While standing by this solemu sight, the
first clear recoliecudon of Goud came 1o
me, and beside those poor Lones | knelt
and prayed that ihis dark veil of forgets
fulness might be lifted from my mind,
but | cou d not divest myseif of the weird
feeling that somchow those boues were
mine. § wenton agaln, stnggerring from
side to side like a drunken man, and over
my senses siole a greal wave of sorrow
and scll pity, for all was :o terribly
ghastly and strange |

I beganto bave a fear of myself, and
would say, “If those botes are mine, what
then am 1 but the damued and wander-
fog phantom of my former self 7' Great
Gol! is tbere no lmit to misery? 1
suffered cuough in that one thought to
atono for the sine of countless years, so
fraught was it with terror!

At last I found a listle lake, and, gaths
erirg all my strength for the effort,
rusbed panting o it

Tlns time it was no myth, and my lips
touehed the cool, elear water,

Never has water tasted to me as that
did; the famed ncetar of the gods eould
not have cqualed it But well it was for
me that this water, eool as | thought it,
must have been comparatively warm, for,
lost as 1| was to so mauy things, | did not
know the danger I ran from drinking so
heartily, My shirst slaked, | hathed my
bead, and 1o ease the pain 1n the back of
my neek, lay on my back in the shallow
waters of the lake,

Afier a while, feeling som what re-
lieved, I left my wet coucl. Kvery des
il ol wy feartu! wandorings | could sce
plainly enoughly, but sull no reeallee tions
beyond. 1 had thought the water pestored
my memory but 1t had not, and as Il 0
crush the last lingerings of Lope, there

sat that hateful bird, but a fow paces
away, calihly preeniug its feathers, sod
stooping now and then 10 gagsy on me
with what seemed 10 be an air of horrible
and ghoulish preprietorshiy.

Nover suail 1 cease henring the wild

ness!

‘%) merciful God!" I eried, “belp me!l
or al least jet me onee more remember
belfore madiness and frensy come 1o shut
out what litde light I have!"

1l crawled on my bands and knees to
thie borse that was feeding near by.
secined like some disconuected link be-
tween me and iny lost world, his pres-
cnee, & ray of sunshice where ail besides
is dark. The faithful brute rubbed his
uose against me, and whined as if in pity
at my wielched state. 1 lay by his siue
more dead than alive, for when this
dread paroxysm bad passed my flerce
strength deserted e, leaving me weak
as achild, Then e calmuecss of de-
spair setied over me—ihat calminess
which comes when hope Is dead, My
only wieh now was that death might
come belore I would again lose mysell,
for of this 1 was fearful,

1 watehed with mournful interest the
sun sink bencath the plaine, perhaps for
the last time that I would be conscious of
his going down, for when he rose again
1 might be hopelessly mad, aud as lost 1o
myself as I now was to the rest ol the
world,

When the sun sank from sight that
foul bird went away, though reluctant 1o
leave me, but i felt that with the morning
it would return and keep me in sight unul
the end,

Since reaching the lake the atmosphere
had become very clear, the heat waves
Lad stilled their dancing, and the misty
curtaineg were folded away from the
plams, while the hills that until now had
been judistinet and hasy, stood out
clearly agninst the sky. 1 was looking at
them, now resolved into one huge mass,
when, as if heaven's gates had suddenly
opened, I sprang to my feet with a wild
cry of joy and recognition. 1 knew that
dark mass that stood out so boldly be-
fore me: that was Sentinel Butte!

“(), God! I thank thee! I thank thee!l™
With the first gleam of memory came the
rest, like o glorious flood of light, 1 saw
it all now, my leaving camp, the aceident
and my fearlul experienco since. My
pent up feelings were let loose, 1 eried
ke a child, then laughed until § sank to
the ground from c¢xlaustion, and lay
there laughing until my breath was gone,
forob, 1 bad found all again, my lost
world had returned. Now,l knew the
horse, and rusbhed 1o carees him, like one
who finds a long lost friend, but my wild
action frightened him and he sped
away across the plains, and in the
cvestasy of my feelings I cheered him on,
although I knew he was leaving me far
behind nthe derkness and solitude of
night, but for that, 1 cared not, there was
sentinel Butte, blessed key to my delive
erunce! Just to the north and east, my
camp must be off there to the southiwest,
some 20 miles away, 1 would get there,
God Lelping me, though the horse was
Kone,

‘I he great dipper Las jusi come out and
suddenly I thought of when 1 bad last
looked upon it. But now, with my mind
clear, it seemed 10 lay my course, and |
started slowly toward camp, and 1 was
carciul to busband my streagih and sat
down every few minutes to rest.

1 had wraveled thus about two hours,
when the weleome sound of a gun reached
wy cars, licame from the direction 1
was going, and seemed to be about a
mile distant, Had the horse not carried
away the rifle I could bave answered the
shot. | shouted, but my voice was licarse
and weak. Then the bappy thought
struck me to set five to some artiele of
my elothing, and, wking & bandkerehief
from about my ueck, I set flre 1o it with
a match and waved it above my head.
1 was in despair lest they should not see
|_u. for | knew thcy must be some of my
men locking for me, bui, than heaven,
they did, as three shots fired in succes-
sion told me. Then ]l went on, hoping
they would not pass me in the darkness.
Soon the quick tramp of lorses siruck

my ecar, then the flash and
report of & gun  just ahead,
1 shouted and an answering shout

came back, and the next mement four of
my men rode up, “Saved at last!” and
staggering toward them | fell in a dead
faint,

When I opened my eyes [ lay on my
bed, and around me stood my men, Oh,
but it was a joy to sce well remembered
faces, and to uear the sound of & human
voice again!

After | had token a little nourishment
they put me to bed and examined my in-
juries; my right arm and shoulder were
very mueh bruised and swollen, but
fortunately no bones were broken, bus
my neck gave me the most pain, and vas
so stifl | could only move my head as |
moved my bodyg very nearly bad my
neck been broken.

Scarcely had my head touched the pil.
low before 1 sank into a deep sleep, nor
did | awaken until late the next day.
Then I told them what the reader already
hunows,

My non-appearance to the parly on the
day of the accident, had not cecasloned
any alarm, as they concluded | had been
detained in eamp, but when they returned
home and learned from the cook that 1
had left quite early in the day to join
them, fears were entertained that 1 might
bhave met with some mishap, and search
was nstantly seton foot, and in faet had
been kept up until the night of my rescue.
It was on that night, as four of the men
were relurnipg from an unsuccessful
search, that my horse eame gallbping up
to them with my rifle tied to 1he saddle;
they fred off a gun and then rode back in
the direetion from which the horse bhad
come, saw my signal, and found me as
related, but before a word could be spoken
by either party I bad fallen seuseless and
apparently dead, ns all efforts 1 rouse
mwe weee unavailing, so making a litier of
their coats and two rifles, they placed me
o it aud earried me into camp were they
finally succeeded in bringing me back 1o
Iife.

Wien I was able to leave my bed and
look in tho glass, until now hidden from
me, 1 did not know mysell, so feariully
was | changed. They bad prepared me
for o change, but alas! who eould pre-
pare e for what 1 saw! My hair that
but a fow days before hiad been black as
the raven's wing, Dow was as white as

horrors, for ever in my dreams, 1
beside those b , and hear the low
wind sighing through the long grass wav-
mg over them, while, like the echioof &
knell, sad, inexpressibly sad, come the
thoughts: “Here died my old self, for
which, in vain I seareh smong the shad-
ows that have closed e in!"
DoxaLp MORAN.

[Tn & letter to the BTANDARD & gentleman re-
Shling now in Heleon, says: “A word concern-
Ieg thils #8ory might not be amiss. It is an in-
cident that setual y occurred o one of my men,
1o might sevm that there could not possibly be
any conpection beiween the o fierent parts of
Lie story; for instance, Lhe horse bemg with the
mun and be not aware of it; then fcding the
skedeton and thinking the bones were his. That
he actually fouud sskeiton in his waaderings |
can well believe, as but & short thwe afier the
accident buppened we found the skeleion of a
nial in the conniry traveled by the lost man.
It & still sowewhal of a mysiery Lo
my Iriend how the horse and rifla managed (o
keep with him or be with them., ‘Lhe horss
may | ave followed him, but how aboul the rifle?
It would not seem possible that he could bave
carried itall there miles aud not becu aware of
. And yet he might. Conceraing the strange
power Lhit urged lum on:  Some years afier Lils
sirunge evenl happeoed the samo man was with
me ou an expedition o the British loes,  The
main camp was some distance from us in the
renr.  This man, two others and mysell were ln
wdvance looking over the conntry., Ooeday |
lett him in camp alove, the cook goirg with e
Lo prepars dinuer. On my relurn in e eveoing
1 was much surprised and o armed o fod
my friend frmly lashed to the eceuler
pole of the L:nt snd apparently in the
last stages of exhaustion, We unbound him aml
he scon recovered, but when laterrogated as o
bis being bonnd maintained ® dogged slenes,
However, when tbe men had retired he told me,
It wppears that soon alier our departure in the
moring  the “wild desire” mentioned in the
stoly us occurring by the lake came upon lim
and, by as Le might, he could pot shake it ofr,
5o strong did this faney seize him Liat it was
with the greatest diffeutly e could restrain him-
sell from rushing away across the plalus with uo
fixed purpos : or object in view, Dt go, e feit,
he must, 5o o sheer desperation be bound him-
self Lo the tent pole, purpoeely Uyiog o lorgel
the combination of kuois.”"]

HE TOOK LVERYTHING.

The Furm, the Horees, the Little Boys
nnd the Widow,
From the Chicago Herald,

The old saying that the German farmoe®
piles up greenbacks where the American
sets out for the poorhouse is suikingly
illustrated in Kankakee county. Friz
Loeb, an awkward youth, trudged into the
counly asking ibe prico of 20 acres of
land, Young Ed Bunel, baving inherited
a 100-acre farm, laughed at the little Ger-
man.

“Twenty-acre farm! That wouldn't
support a hen and her chickens,”

“So ?ll N

From Mr. Bunch he bought 20 aecres
and a small dwelling. Then he rolled up
his sleeves. Driving daily to town be-
hind a span of bays, Mr, Bunch saw Friiz
weeding the garden, cutting thistles, hoc
ing corn. Lich the better farmer ? The
German's land yielded more an acre, his
cows gave more milk, his hens laid more
eggs. More money was made from the
20 ncres than from the 40, l'ult( Mrs,
Bunch, glancing at the German's well
filled pocketbook, said'w him:

*You should marry."

“No one not have me."

“Hom'c little Duteh girl might."

“So?
Years rolled on. Frils worked so late
in the fleld that be milked the cows afier
dark. He wore his old blue eccat until
Bill Todd offered to give a dollar toward
buying a new one, just for the ap-
arance of the neighbo Mr.
unch rode to town behind the span of
Il:':f.. He nnzl bu‘g.owod m:i, trm'-‘u.
s, mortgag farm ond stock.
Mr. Buneh died, the debte unpaid.  The
property, having for years decrcased in
value, must be sold, leaving little for the
widow and her iwo boys, aged 10 and 12,
S e Bare soutd. &4 d
“Der leet s coul ve er
cows and dig 'taters. Let dem H?: mit
L

me.

She consented, and the boys, fond of
Friis, throw up their bats snd turned
somersaulits on the grass. A thunder-
storm in July drove Fritz from harlu, to
the Bunch farmbouse, The widow, fear-
ing the lightming, was giad to see him,
giving hﬂ'luil h::‘ ‘) 'l lush ;l:lri in the

lor, and lighting pipe. As
?h-: au:olu curled up over his head he
MGH

“ farm vhas mine

“Yes, Frite.”!

“Der soan of bays vhas mine 1"

"Yﬂ" Pl‘iil-"

“Lier leetie boys vhas mine T

“Yes, Frits,”
o Jeave noddings, YVhas

dos vopder smive ¥
mine
BI:. looked Ihmugl.: a window at the
rainbow arching t retreating storm
cloyd, a;ﬂl ‘l.'ll‘l' answered in s low voice:
"b ri
At 3 o'clock: yesterday afternoon they
drove to the
of bays.

MODERN SCRIPTURES.

¥rom the Kam's Hom.

The devil hates the man who minds his
own business.

A woman can be more dangerous on a
bicycle than when slio ihrows at hens.

The man who finds the most fault with
the preacher is the one who does the least
to support bim.

The man who undertakes to get rich at
the expense of his conscience will find
that he can't do it

Tho devil loves to hear the man who
won't pay his debts ik in ebueh,

T who cwns a railroad never
gets half as much joy out of it as the one
wuo travels on s {res pass.

There are women who sometimes think
on that they have relig.on, but
when the elothes line breaks down on
Monday they find out that they baven't.

il ——

parsonage behind the spau

The tomato is o native of South Amer-
jea. It was known in Eungland as early
as . but s iniroducuon imo North
America I8 erodited 1o the French fami-
lies who were exiled by the revolutionists
of San Domingo and setiled in the east
ern part of We United Siates.

varne L2p poseiaicn
returns don has a
4000,000, Paris of 2450, Berlin
1,674,485 and St. Petersburg of 1,000,000,
Two buman skeletons of giant sige
;ﬂ; uln-um Thursday “l
» hy workmen engaged in s
'tlc"bu nlhl'h bone of one was mﬁ-
ng.
try raisers are
Foxes are un-
usually abundant in that vicinity, and
chickens are -nnm:-d up almost as soon
as they are hatch
Two gum trees which tower over 100
feet above a little chureh in Guatemala,
wre 00 feet in cirenmfere and their
strong roots have hed the foundation
of the eburch out of place,
ib‘uu are

An unusually large numberof

noticed 1his summer in the neigbborhood
of 5t. Petersburg., This, sccording to
the experience of old pensants, prognos-
ticates the coming of a severe winter,

The apparent flattening of the vault of
the henvens has been found to have an
annual period, and to depend on  elouls,
1t seems least flat with o misty horigon,
and less by nighs than by day.

Thie most exlensive camphior raiser in
Formosa, the beautiful island where that
precious gum is grown in large quantitie
18 named Butler, and is generally cal
in the East the *Camphor Count.’

Alax is imposed on Viennese ladies
by the supreme sanitary committee be-
cause of their trailing skirts, which are
said to jeopardise the public health by
scattering and disturbing the disease
germs in the dust,

A new lake has been discovered in
Cameron, Africa, by G. Bnld.uhn’ Swede.
The discoverer, thinking to nor the
German governor, namned the water So-
den lakoe, 1t lies 700 meters above the
lr_vlui of the sea and is about two miles
wide,

Stricily speaking, the ouly precious
stones are the diamond, ruby, sapphire
and emerald, though the term w ofen
cxiended to the opal, notwithstanding its
lack of hardness, anud to the pearl, which
is nota mineral, but strictly an animal
product,  Popuilarly, a gem is 8 precicus
orF stmi-precious stoue, when cut or pol-
isheu for ornamenial purgoses.,

One of the commonest forms of super-
stition 18 that wuich makes beasts, birds,
reotiles and inscels the means ot com-
municating information with respect to
Iuture events or of |u:?no-lieum¢ by
lLer actions good or b fortune o the
individual thus put in eommunieation
with the unseen world, or which clothe
tl{mm with peculiar or supernatural quali-

TN

The longest bridge aerosa the Danube
is 1,900 leet in length, the Walerioo bridge
over the Thames is 1,240 feet, the West-
minster bridge over ihe Lhames 1220
feet, the Saratov bridge across the Volgas
4,572, and the Freiburg in Switserland
1,085 feet, Oune-halt mllion dollars is to
be expended in improving and extending
the approaches 1o the Brooklyn bridge on
the New York side. In usctulness it ex-
cecds thew ail.

Weighing machines and scales of some
kind were in use 1800 B. C,, for it is said
that Abrabam ot that time “weighed out"
40 shekels ot silver, current money with
the merchant, to Ephron, the Hittite, as
payment for a piece of dand, including
the cave and all the standing timber **in
the fleld and in the fence.,” This is said
to be the earliest transfer of land of which
any record survives, and that the pay-
ment was made in the presence of wit-
nesses.

A snake, with marked climbing ability,
mounted g high grape vine in Waterbury,
Conu., and then envering a bedroom win-
dow that was open, managed in some
unaecountable way to into a bird
cage that was suspended from the ceil-
ing. There were two canaries in the
cage, and one of them the peptile had
ealen when the head of the house ap-

cared on the scene. The other poor
Elrd lay in & stupor on the bottom of the
cage. The snake endeavored 1o escape
on bearing the noise of the footsteps,
but it didn’t succeed, and was dispatched.
Lt measured, it is sald, several feet,

Ol;DB RED TO CONTEST.

Young Bialne Wires Iis Attorneys
Prepare a Defense,
Rioux Falls Bpecial.

Biaine, jr., had received word from Ba
Harbor, Me., to vigorously contest the d
vorce suit of Marie Nevins Blaine.

The papers in the suit of Mrs, Blai
were scrved upon her husband at B
Harbor on August 7. It did not leak cut
at that time that proceedings had begun,
but it is now learned that the allegntions
in the complaint piqued the whole Blaine
fumily, aud it e said that Biaine pere
stormed nround at asgreat rate over the
scandalous allegations, and said with a
great deal more emphasis than clegance
that the divoree shouid not be granted on
the grounds cha e

It was feared that the young man had
been charged with im , but th
divoree is asked for on the ground;
of deserton and lack of sup and b
statement that the latter had entai

t sullering, hardship and illoess upo

is wife. What the nature of ans
is cannot be learned for several days, b
ecause it has not arrived here.

Itis said that young Blaine will
to South Dakota in Oclober and perso
ally appear in the case. Mrs. Blaine b
become suspicious that d Alkens w
refure the divorce on technie
grounds that her aflldavit to become
resident is false, and bas arranged wit
Judge Palmer, attorney, to briu
case before Judge Thomas of Deadwoo

The grounds on which the con
test will be maile are n
set fully  determived  upon,

the papers wille be drawn within a fe
weeks and the ease will come up belo
dudge Thomas in Deadwood, the thi
weex in October, Judge Palmer, wh
appears for Mrs. Dlaive, elaims to ba
in his possession ample evidence
secure the freedom his client eovets,
accepting service of tbhe papers Blain
Las placed himsell within the jurisaieuao
o! the courts of this state, and should
decree be granted it will be sound
every particulas,
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